Trail of Tears

· Settlers already saw Indians as a problem, especially with more farming opportunities
· This led to an “Indian Removal Act,” as ordered by President Andrew Jackson
· The Supreme Court even ruled any state efforts to move them “unconstitutional,” (Cherokee Nation v. Georgia)  but it wasn’t exactly enforced
· Many tribes East of the Mississippi River fought the Indian Removal Act, while the Cherokee eventually traded their land for money (Treaty of New Echota)
· Between 1836-38, several thousand Cherokee, Choctaw and other nations were forced to move out of the Southeastern United States
· They walked for hundreds of miles to places like what is now Oklahoma
· This was called the “Trail of Tears,” as many died along the way from starvation and disease
· All of this took place despite the Indians, especially the Cherokee, attempting to “assimilate” (blend in) with Americans
· In fact, an Indian named Sequoyah created an alphabet for the Cherokee
· In North Carolina, a white man named William Holland Thomas fought for Cherokee to become state citizens so they would not be forced out of their homes 
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