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N.C. FLAG-WHY THESE DATES?

top date-
mecklenburg 

resolves (north 
carolina no longer 

follows british rule) 
may 20, 1775

bottom date-halifax 
resolves (north 

carolina declares 
independence) 

“first in freedom!” 
april 12, 1776



HISTORIC 
HALIFAX, N.C.

Halifax was very well-
known for its taverns. people 

did a lot of their business 
there (including political 

business).





HALIFAX RESOLVES

NORTH CAROLINA WAS 
THE FIRST COLONY TO 
DECLARE 
INDEPENDENCE FROM 
GREAT BRITAIN

APRIL 12, 1776

THIS TOOK PLACE 
AFTER THE BATTLE OF 
MOORE’S CREEK 
(PENDER COUNTY, N.C.)







WHAT ELSE IN HALIFAX?

HALIFAX ALSO SAW 
NORTH CAROLINA’S 
FIRST STATE 
CONSTITUTION AND 
ELECTION OF FIRST 
STATE GOVERNOR 
(RICHARD CASWELL)



INDEPENDENCE

HALIFAX RESOLVES 
WAS OBVIOUSLY A 
FRONTRUNNER TO 
THE DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE

DOI WAS NOT 
ADOPTED UNTIL JULY 
4, 1776 (TWO-PLUS 
MONTHS LATER)



SPECIAL THANKS TO HISTORIC HALIFAX, 
NCDOT.GOV, AND STATESYMBOLUSA.ORG FOR THE 

PICTURES! 

http://NCDOT.GOV
http://STATESYMBOLUSA.ORG

